Biodiversity
What is it and why is it important?
Biodiversity is the variety of all living things on earth – plants,
animals, insects, fungi and micro-organisms.
The foundation of life, our water, air and food depend on
biodiversity. Resource consumption (overexploitation),
climate change, habitat loss, pollution and invasive species
are the main causes of biodiversity loss.
Our planet is already experiencing the 6th Mass Extinction
and the UK State of Nature Report 20191 outlines the
serious decline in UK wildlife due to human activity since
1970, on top of previous losses over decades.

What is the political and legal framework?
For many years, The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 has
been the main law protecting British wildlife. Many species of
flora and fauna are protected. It is an offence to kill, injure or
take any wild bird or animal, or disturb habitats or eggs.
Picking, uprooting or destroying certain wild plants is also
prohibited, as is allowing invasion of non‑native species
detrimental to native wildlife.
In 2018, the 25-year Environment Plan2 set out government
actions to improve the environment.
In November 2021, The Environment Act 20213 became
law to protect and enhance our environment for future
generations. The Act includes a requirement for local
Nature Recovery Networks, linking wildlife rich places,
and sets a legally binding target on species abundance
for 2030. It also introduces a 10% biodiversity net gain
requirement on any new development, leaving biodiversity in
a better state than before, which some local authorities are
already starting to expect.
The recent independent Dasgupta Review of The Economics
of Biodiversity4 has also called for changes in how we think,
act and measure economic success to protect and enhance
our prosperity in the natural world.
The Government has published its response5, agreeing with
its conclusion that nature, and the biodiversity that underpins
it, ultimately sustains economies, livelihoods and wellbeing
and has therefore committed to delivering a nature positive
future, leaving the environment in a better state than we
found it, and outlined the ways in which it will do so.
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https://nbn.org.uk/stateofnature2019/reports/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/world-leading-environment-act-becomes-law
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/final-report-the-economics-ofbiodiversity-the-dasgupta-review
5 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-commits-to-nature-positivefuture-in-response-to-dasgupta-review
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What are we doing?
SUEZ’s purpose is to protect the fundamental elements of our
environment – water, soil, and air – that ensure our future.
We invest in preserving and restoring natural capital and
biodiversity, both on land and at sea.

2 We have made 11 commitments1 to act4nature

international2, a biodiversity campaign
supporting the global Business for Nature3 coalition.

2 We have pledged our support to the Get Nature Positive

campaign4, aiming to protect and restore the natural world.

2 Passion for the environment is one of our core values

and we have two critical success factors in sustainable
environment and social value which drive local action
towards protecting and enhancing biodiversity.

2 Our environmental management system
is certified to ISO 14001.

2 We have introduced our Sustainability Champions network
across all sites, implementing our 10 sustainability
principles, one of which is Take Action for Nature,
to improve biodiversity across all of our sites.

2 Every site will have a biodiversity plan in place by 2022.
2 We restore and manage former landfill sites as an
amenity for communities and wildlife.

2 We work with local communities, supporting projects

and fundraising for good causes including initiatives that
benefit nature and wildlife.

2 We provide site tours and environmental education for
school children which include a biodiversity element,
where appropriate.

2 We are rolling out environmental awareness
training among our people and we use the
iNaturalist app to identify species on site.

How we help
We help our customers by:

+ Providing services and managing our operations in ways
that protect and enhance biodiversity.

+ Collaborating on biodiversity initiatives and sharing our

good practices and experience with customers and third
parties, such as the Wildlife Trust, Rivers Trust and tree
planting organisations.
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http://www.act4nature.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/SUEZ-VA.pdf
http://www.act4nature.com/
https://www.businessfornature.org/
https://getnaturepositive.com/

How are we
achieving results?
We are protecting, enhancing and
creating habitats at our sites
– from rewilding areas to bird,
bat and owl boxes, hedgehog
houses and bug hotels, and from
planting native trees and plants to
vertical planting.
Examples include our ponds
at Teesside, our hessian fence
butterfly habitat at Malpass Farm
and various beehives installed at
our sites, in particular at Teesside
where pollen analysis is used
to monitor local air quality and
biodiversity.
Our landfill restoration has
involved restoring more than 2,000
hectares, planting 286,908 trees
and 12,762m of hedgerow planting
since 2002. Complementary
benefits include a habitat for sand
martins and reintroducing the
native dingy skipper butterfly at
Path Head landfill.

